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compliance and self-assertion, instead of being so described, must
always be considered in relation to the individual child's interests
and goals.
Jones and Burks sum up the whole question of theories of
personality in this way: "The daia adduced in favour of theories
of specificity are not inconsonant with personalistic theories, but
there are fragmentary data piling up by slow accretion and point-
ing towards a conception of integrated parts which fail to be
accounted for by a specificity doctrine. Moreover, a personalistic
theory, quoting Allport and Vernon,1 has the advantage of
defending the position of common sense.15
Lewin, again,2 commenting on the many researches which have
been made to discover the effect of the child's position in the
family, points out that "the statistical method is usually com-
pelled to define its groups on the basis not of purely psychological
characteristics, but of more or less extrinsic ones (such as number
of siblings) so that particular cases having quite different or
even opposed psychological structure are included in the same
group." The "accidents15 of the environment, which are ruled
out for such studies, may really be the significant elements for the
particular child; the decisive relation of the position of the indi-
vidual child in the actual concrete total situation is abstracted.
The fact of being the second, third or fourth child is nothing like
as important in itself as the impact of the particular nature of the
child above you and the child below you and the children all
round you, the actual concrete psychological effect of the attitudes
of those particular children, and of course the history of their
common experience.
An important contribution has recently been made by an
investigator who has become increasingly alive to the considera-
tions I am putting before you. Lois Barclay Murphy has recently
published a large monograph on "Social Behaviour and Child
Personality".3 In discussing problems of method she says: "For
thirty years the canons of testing and the statistical criteria which
tests have led to have been growing more and more elaborate and
refined. Inevitably the attempt to arrive at statistical reliability
led to a desire to find overt behaviour stable from one time to
another, or repeated in identical form. Personality was thought of
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